[Antibiotic prophylaxis for the prevention of infective endocarditis--new guidelines of the American Heart Association].
Within the last twelve month both the working party of the British Society for Antimicrobial Chemotherapy and the American Heart Association have changed their attitude towards antibiotic prophylaxis for the prevention of infective endocarditis dramatically. The major change is the exclusion of the groups of patients formerly known as the "low and medium" risk groups from the new treatment group. A brief summary of the American as well as the British recommendations for adults and children is reported.